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INTRODUCTORY,
before examining more closely the organs of government it will be Scope of
convenient to study four topics which throw light upon every branch Part n*
of constitutional law. In Chapter 1 of this Part there will be ex-
amined the doctrine of the separation of powers.   Convenient
though it is to divide the main organs of government into three, the
doctrine in its application to modern government does not mean that
a rigid threefold classification of their functions is posssible. Its
value lies in the emphasis placed upon those checks and balances
which are essential to prevent an abuse of the enormous powers
which are in the hands of rulers.
In Chapter 2 there will be discussed the supremacy of Parliament,
the organ of government which exercises the legislative function;
under a system of parliamentary government the House of Commons
politically is supreme in that it can in the last resort dismiss the
Government which exercises the executive function. Moreover
Parliament makes and can repeal the laws which the Judiciary can
only interpret In Chapter 3 there will be discussed the rule of law.
We shall observe the effect upon the constitution of the extension of
functions of government since 1885 when Dicey first published The
Law of the Constitution and gave his threefold interpretation of the
rule of law as a characteristic of the constitution. In Chapter 4,
under the title, Conventions of the Constitution, there will be ex-
plained more fully the nature of the constitutional conventions which
have already been mentioned as one of the sources of constitutional
law,
In Part HI. the structure and functions of Parliament will be ex- -
amined in detail Similarly in Part IV. there will be examined the Of the

